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P
urchase a gallon of gas; pay a few extra bits to the 
government; and see that cash come back to you 
as a strong bridge or a smooth road. Simple, right? 
Wrong, and according to Ronald Utt, Ph.D., a 

research fellow with The Heritage Foundation, this flawed 
system continues to create “pervasive inequities” that exacer-
bate regional transportation problems. 

How it works: Federal fuel taxes — 18.4 cents per gallon 
— are paid by drivers into the Highway Trust Fund (HTF), 
and the funds flow back to states according to “mathematical 
formulas that attempt to match payments from the federal 

highway programs to the scope and usage of each state’s 
surface transportation system,” according to a recent article 
by Utt.

Looking at 2007 disbursement numbers of highways and 
transit funds (see graphic), more than half of states (donors) 
got the short-end of the funding stick, while the other states 
(donees) received more than they contributed. Attempts 
were made in 2005 to level the funding field, but this time 
around, with the HTF approaching insolvency and the reau-
thorization process dragging out, it might be a tougher nut 
to crack. 

  EXIT RAMP

How 18.4 cents per gallon hits (or misses) home
Introducing
RebuildingAmericasInfrastructure.com  
The NEW, interactive resource for the bridge and road industry

The site provides dynamic daily content  
tailored to your professional needs:

•	Breaking news and analysis	—	not	just	press	
releases,	but	thoughtful	news	briefs	that	you	
can	scan,	comment	on,	or	send	to	staff	or		
colleagues.	

•	Funding and Policy questions, answered 	—	
from	ARRA	to	SAFETEA-LU,	money	talks		
and	we	listen.

•	Magazine content 	—	features	from	the		
quarterly	print	magazine,	digitized	for	your	
viewing	pleasure.

We’ll	be	adding	much	more	to	the	website	over	
the	coming	months,	including	sections	dedicated	
to	code	and	research,	case	studies,	design	tech-
niques,	and	much	more!	In	the	meantime,	visit	
RebuildingAmericasInfrastructure.com	and	sign-
up	for	the	FREE RAI E-newsletter —	a	weekly	
round-up	of	resources	and	relevant	stories	affect-
ing	your	business.

RebuildingAmericasInfrastructure.com
encouraging, educating, and influencing the 

revitalization of bridges and roads

	 2007	 2007	 2007	 *Net Gain/ 
DONEES	 Share-in	 Share-out	 Return Ratio	 Loss

Washington, D.C. 	 0.077	 0.382	 4.958	
Alaska 	 0.356	 1.295	 3.634	 $389.3
Rhode Island	 0.232	 0.578	 2.488	
Vermont 	 0.214	 0.53	 2.48	 $131.2
Montana 	 0.468	 0.993	 2.121	
Hawaii 	 0.261	 0.519	 1.984	
South Dakota	 0.364	 0.712	 1.955	
North Dakota 	 0.312	 0.603	 1.932	
West Virginia 	 0.657	 1.074	 1.636	 $173.2
Delaware 	 0.261	 0.422	 1.614	
Idaho	 0.538	 0.706	 1.314	
Wyoming	 0.501	 0.652	 1.303	
Connecticut	 0.975	 1.269	 1.301	 $122.1
New York 	 3.844	 4.273	 1.112	 $178.1
Pennsylvania 	 3.806	 4.121	 1.083	 $130.8
Oregon	 1.217	 1.303	 1.071	
New Hampshire 	 0.405	 0.426	 1.052	
Oklahoma 	 1.542	 1.621	 1.052	
Arkansas 	 1.264	 1.296	 1.025	
California 	 9.934	 10.124	 1.019	
Illinois 	 3.755	 3.777	 1.006	
Alabama	 1.949	 1.955	 1.003	
Wisconsin 	 1.828	 1.83	 1.001	

*In millions; examples of net gains/losses 
of selected states by The Heritage Foundation

	 2007	 2007	 2007	 *Net Gain/ 
DONORS	 Share-in	 Share-out	 Return Ratio	 Loss

New Mexico 	 0.936	 0.932	 0.996	
Washington 	 1.836	 1.817	 0.99	
Kansas	 0.991	 0.975	 0.984	
Massachusetts 	 1.612	 1.566	 0.971	
Minnesota	 1.812	 1.754	 0.968	
Ohio 	 3.826	 3.675	 0.961	 –$62.7
Nebraska 	 0.749	 0.717	 0.958	
Missouri 	 2.448	 2.342	 0.957	
Maine 	 0.506	 0.483	 0.955	
Mississippi 	 1.35	 1.285	 0.951	
Louisiana 	 1.904	 1.809	 0.95	
Michigan 	 2.994	 2.802	 0.936	
Virginia 	 2.829	 2.637	 0.932	
Tennessee 	 2.389	 2.21	 0.925	
Kentucky 	 1.827	 1.675	 0.917	
Maryland 	 1.729	 1.582	 0.915	
New Jersey	 2.815	 2.497	 0.887	
North Carolina 	 3.012	 2.66	 0.883	
Colorado 	 1.506	 1.326	 0.881	
Florida 	 5.488	 4.792	 0.873	 –$290.9
Iowa 	 1.307	 1.138	 0.871	
Georgia 	 3.706	 3.213	 0.867	 –$206.1
South Carolina 	 1.798	 1.555	 0.865	 –$100.9
Arizona 	 2.127	 1.823	 0.857	 –$126.2
Indiana 	 2.757	 2.363	 0.857	 –$163.6
Nevada 	 0.902	 0.77	 0.853	
Utah 	 0.909	 0.764	 0.841	
Texas 	 9.176	 7.694	 0.838	 –$619.5

State-by-state return on gas-tax cash
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